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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)^ The drawing(s) filed on 17 February 2006 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 , 4, and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Beebe et al. (USPN 6186903) in view of Yoneyama (JP 10-277186) and Nishitani 

(JP 2001-190720). 

Regarding claim 1, Beebe et al. discloses a iron-type club head comprising a 
body having affront face arranged for impact with a golf ball, a back face, a heel portion, 
and a toe portion; a hosel connected to the heel portion of the body wherein the hosel 
has a longitudinal axis; a perimeter weighting element protruding rearwardly from the 
front face defining a primary cavity in the back face wherein the primary cavity has a 
bottom surface and the primary cavity includes a top rail extending between the heel 
and toe portions along an upper portion of the body and wherein the perimeter 
weighting element includes a sole extending between the heel and toe portions along a 
lower portion of the body; an interior wall extending from a first end connected to the 
perimeter weighting element adjacent the body heel portion through the primary cavity 

r 

between the top rail and the sole to the second end connected to the perimeter 
weighting element adjacent the body tow portion defining an elongated secondary cavity 
within the primary cavity and wherein the interior wall being integrally formed on the 
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bottom surface of the primary cavity and extending from the bottom surface of the 
primary cavity in a direction that is substantially perpendicular to the longitudinal axis of 
the hosel thereby forming an included angle between the interior wall and the bottom 
surface of the cavity and the interior wall having a height dimension that varies between 
the first and second ends thereof with the height dimension of the interior wall being 
greater at the second end than at the first end (See Figures 1-9 and Columns 2 and 3). 



It is unclear if the angle disclosed by Beebe et al. is an acute angle. Yoneyama 
discloses a club head having a wall between the interior wall of the cavity and the 
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bottom surface of the cavity being an acute angle (See Figures 2 and 4). Yoneyama 
discloses making the cavity deeper such that the axial center is parallel to the ground. 
One having ordiner skill in the art would have found it obvious to have a wall between 
the interior wall of the cavity and the bottom surface of the cavity being an acute angle, 
as taught by Yoneyama, in order to enhance the ease of swingOthrough and inertia 
moment upon hitting a golf ball. If applicant is in doubt, of the angle taught by 
Yoneyama, Nishitani discloses deepening the a wall between the interior wall of the 
cavity and the bottom surface of the cavity and shows the wall between the interior wall 
of the cavity and the bottom surface of the cavity being an acute angle in which the 
doing so further lowers the center of gravity. No motivational statement is necessary for 
Nishitani being that it is only being used to show that the cavity structure of Yoneyama 
facilitates adjustment of the moment of inertia. 

Regarding claim 4, See illustration above regarding claim 1. 

Regarding claim 5, Beebe et al. discloses the weight adjustment member being 
selected from a plurality of weight adjustment members of different weights. (See 
Column 3, lines 16 through 37). 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 , 4, and 5 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alvin A. Hunter whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
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441 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 7:30AM 
to 4:00PM Eastern Time. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gene Kim, can be reached on 571-272-4463. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Alvin A. Hunter, Jr. 



